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As part of the case decision-making process and before the safety plan expires, the worker assesses: 

    the risk factors in the parent’s home; and 

    the resources and strengths the family can apply to manage the risk conditions. 

The worker carefully considers the risk factors and consults with the supervisor to determine whether the child can return home safely or whether other case actions are needed. 

The worker’s options for decision-making are as follows:

	If …
	then …

	the child can be safe living in the parent’s home, with or without CPS involvement
	reunite the child with the parents.

	    the child cannot be returned safely to the parents; and 

    the family’s plan for the child’s care is long-term out-of-home placement, without continued CPS involvement
	    verify that the out-of-home caregiver has conservatorship of the child; or 

    obtain the caregiver’s assurance that the caregiver will seek conservatorship.

	    legal criteria for removal are met; and 

    neither of the above options is feasible
	take conservatorship of the child.

	it is not possible or appropriate for CPS to take legal action
	work with supervisor to determine what action, if any, CPS can take to protect the child.


